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POTASSIUM,   SODIUM,   &C.
Two views of the nature of these bodies have been given in vol. 1, (see pages 260, and 484f &c)a In the former they are considered as simple metals; in the latter, as com pound bodies resulting from the abstraction of oxygen from the hydrates of potash and soda ; or as being constituted of 1 atom of hydrogen united to 1 atom of pore potash or soda respectively. Those who have had the most experience on these elements, Sir H. Davy, and M. M. Gay Lussac and Thenard, seem now to concur in the former view, and it has been adopted by most chemists. Part of the objections which we made to this view have been obviated, it should seem, by establishing* the fact, that oxymnriatic gas and hydrogen gas united, form muriatic acid gas. There arestill, however, difficulties to remove before this view can be considered perfectly satisfactory; but they are not greater perhaps than would attach to any other explanation of the facts connected with the subject. Besides potassium and sodium, experience as well as analogy would seem to render probable, if not to establish, the existence of barium, strontium, and calcium as metals, of which barytcs, strontites, and lime are the